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VIC Identifies Two CRRI Varieties

R 2301-5 (IET 19816) and CR 2285-6-6-3-1 (IET

20220) were the two rice varieties recommended
for release by the Variety Identification Committee
on 9 Apr 2011 during its meeting at the DRR,
Hyderabad.

CR Dhan 300 (CR 2301-5; IET 19816): Released for
cultivation in Maharashtra, Odisha, Bihar and Gujarat,
semi-dwarf, CR 2301-5 yields 5.4 t/ha in 135 days. It
had yield advantage over IR 64, PR 106 and the local.
The grains are long slender with head rice recovery
(HRR) of 66.6% and desirable cooking quality. CR
2301-5 is moderately resistant to leaf blast, neck blast
and sheath rot.

CR Dhan 500 (CR 2285-6-6-3-1; IET 20220): Devel-
oped from Ravana/Mahsuri, CR 2285-6-6-3-1 was rec-
ommended for cultivation in deepwater areas of Uttar
Pradesh and Odisha. CR 2285-6-6-3-1 yielded 3.4 t/
hain 160 days. It had 29.2% yield superiority over the
national check variety Jalmagna and over the regional
check Dinesh. The grains are medium slender with
good cooking quality. Itis moderately resistant to leaf
blast, neck blast and sheath rot.

Semi-dwarf, CR Dhan 300 released for cultivation
in Maharashtra, Odisha, Bihar and Gujarat
yields 5.4 t/ha in 135 days.
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RISV €77 300 (HIBIR 2309-y; Mgl 99 96): g T
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TP IUST SISdT IR .2 TR § | I U< Wed, AT Yed™y ol
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a1 U4 Ul § U U < 0T e Tl

Recommended for cultivation in deepwater areas of
Uttar Pradesh, CR Dhan 500 yields 3.4 t/ha in 160 days. It is
moderately resistant to leaf blast, neck blast and sheath rot.




Elite Culture found
Promising

RR 455-109 (IET 20863),

an elite line derived from
Kalinga I11/WAB 56-50 was
promising for drought-prone
rainfed uplands of Jharkhand
after three years of testing. In
region 3, it yielded 1.7 to 2 t/
ha in drought conditions that
was about 21% higher than the
national check variety Anjali
and regional check Vandana. In kharif 2010 in AVT-
VE it ranked first under both drought-affected and
normal rainfall conditions. CRR 455-109 is resistant
to brown spot, moderately resistant to leaf blast and
highly tolerant to drought. It has high HRR of 68.6%,
intermediate ASV of 5 and amylose content of 23.31%.

STRASA Inception Meeting and
Planning Workshop Held

AM happy for STRASA to bring together all of you

and | am grateful for all those involved in STRASA
Phase 1 and now, on to Phase 2, and | believe this
would go a long way. | commend the partnerships
among the institutions and networks that were formed
and their contribution to farmers’ food and income
security in unfavourable rice ecosystems,” said Dr S.
Ayyappan, Director-General, ICAR and Secretary,
DARE, Government of India, New Delhi, in his wel-
come remarks at the Inception Meeting and Planning
Workshop of the Phase 2 (February 2011-December
2013) of the “Stress-Tolerant Rice for Africa and South
Asia” project at NASC Complex, New Delhi during
5-7 April 2011. STRASA since its inception in 2007 till
Jan 2011 through its participating institutions had ad-
dressed constraints in rice production in the rainfed
ecosystems limited primarily by drought, flooding
(submergence), and adverse soils (salinity/iron tox-
icity), as well as, climatic factors such as cold tem-
perature in the uplands. The project involves
Bangladesh, India, and Nepal in South Asia and 17
countries in Africa. The IRRI, Philippines is the lead
institution supported by a network of institutions from
NARES. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation con-
tinues to be the major donor for STRASA Phase 2. Drs
T.K. Adhya, Mukund Variar, J.N. Reddy, S.S.C.
Patnaik, D.P. Singh, B.C. Marandi, Padmini Swain, P.
Samal, R.K. Sarkar, V.D. Shuklaand N.P. Mandal from
the CRRI participated in the deliberations.
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CURE Plans for Challenges Ahead

IXTYFIVE participants from CURE’s member-

countries in Asia, deliberated on the challenges
faced and plans for 2011-12 during the Tenth CURE
Steering Committee Meeting at Kathmandu, Nepal,
from 18 to 20 Apr 2011. Dr David Johnson, Coordina-
tor, CURE spoke of the successful efforts of the farm-
ers in raising rice productivity and growing other eco-
nomically viable crops. The meeting also discussed
CURE’s work on upland rice, drought, submergence
and salinity with the NARES site coordinators, group
leaders and partners. The meeting also focussed on
the role of CURE in achieving the goals of the new
GRiSP mega-programme of the CGIAR. Drs T.K.
Adhya, Mukund Variar, D.P. Singh, and J.N. Reddy,
from the CRRI presented the progress in the research
of CURE programmes at the CRRI.

CRRI, Nodal Agency for RKVY-BGREI

HE CRRI is the Nodal Agency for the scientific

monitoring and technological backstopping of the
new programme “Bringing Green Revolution to East-
ern India (BGREI),” under the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana for implementation in Assam, West Bengal,
Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and eastern
Uttar Pradesh. Select scientists from the CRRI were
identified to monitor the programme in the identified
districts. Shri P.K. Basu, IAS, Secretary, and Shri M.
Khullar, 1AS, Joint Secretary,
Department of Agriculture and
Co-operation, Government of
India, New Delhi, visited the
CRRI, Cuttack on 19 May 2011
for discussion on the implemen-
tation of the programme. Shri
R.L.Jamuda, IAS, Principal Sec-
retary (Agriculture) and Shri R.
Santgopalan, IAS, Director (Ag-
riculture), Government of
Odisha, also participated.
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CRRI Foundation Day Celebrated

ISITS by farmers,
Kisan Gosthi, interac-
tive meetings, award cer-
emony and cultural
programme marked the
celebrations of the 65
CRRI Foundation Day on
23 Apr 2011 at the CRRI,
Cuttack. Dr C.D. Mayee,
Chairman, Agricultural
Scientists Recruitment
Board (ASRB), New Delhi,
the Chief Guest spoke on the developments in agri-
culture and the efforts of the ASRB to identify talent.
Dr S.K. Datta, Deputy Director-General (Crop Sci-
ences), ICAR, New Delhi, outlined the role of rice in
food security and to evolve new strategies in the plant
breeding programmes. Shri U.P. Singh, IAS, Princi-
pal Secretary (Agriculture), Government of Odisha,
gave an overview of rice production in Odisha. Ten
progressive farmers were felicitated. A documentary
film “Golden Panicle” on CRRI was released as well
as an Oriya booklet “Method of Scientific Rice Pro-
duction.” Later Dr T.K. Adhya gave the CRRI awards:
Longest Service: Shri A. Pattnaik, Principal Scien-
tist; Shri B.V. Das, T-5; Shri K.B. Agasti, PS; Shri Bulu
Naik, SSS.

Best Worker: Dr G.J.N. Rao, Principal Scientist; Dr
S.K. Pradhan, Senior Scientist; Shri Prakash Kar, T 7-
8; Shri Arun Kumar Mishra T-5; Shri Brundaban Das,
T-3; Shri Basant Kumar Sahoo, AAO; Shri Janardan
Nayak, PA,; Shri Sanjay Kumar Sahoo, Assistant; Kum.
Jali Das, LDC, RRLRRS, Gerua and Shri P. Bhoi, SSS.

il

P

C.D. Mayee Delivers 2
Foundation Day Lecture

O GM Crop Regulations Aid

or Abate Farm and Farm-
ers?” was the 2" Foundation Day
Lecture delivered by Dr C.D.
Mayee, Chairman, ASRB, New
Delhion 22 Apr 2011 at the CRRI,
Cuttack. He spoke on ‘GM
Crops,” ‘Regulations for Trans-
genic Research and Commercial
Release of GM Crops,” ‘Regula-
tory Mechanism for GM Crops,’ the ‘EP Act 1986, ‘Re-
vised Biosafety Guidelines, Department of Biotech-
nology 1998, ‘National Seeds Policy,” ‘Marketing and
Trade,” and ‘Ethical Issues.” The Foundation Day lec-
ture is delivered by an eminent person on the eve of
the CRRI Foundation Day every year.
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Left to right: Drs S.K. Datta, C.D. Mayee, Shri U.P. Singh and
Dr T.K. Adhya watch the celebrations.
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28" IRC Meeting Held

HE 28" meeting of Institute Research Council

(IRC) was held from 16 to 24 May 2011 under the
Chairmanship of Dr T.K. Adhya, Director, CRRI. Re-
sults of experiments conducted under 10 research
programmes and externally-aided projects were pre-
sented and discussed.

4™ |JSC Held

HE 4" meeting of the

Institute Joint Staff
Council (2009-2012) was
held on 29 Jun 2011 at the
CRRI, Cuttack under the
Chairmanship of Dr T.K.
Adhya, Director. Various
administrative and finan-
cial matters were dis-
cussed and finalized. The
Members present were Drs K.S. Rao, P.N. Mishra,
Mayabini Jena, Shri D. Moitra, Shri P.K. Nayak, Shri
B.K. Sahoo, Shri D.K. Parida, Shri S.B. Nayak, P.
Moharana, Shri K.C. Bhoi, Shri B.B. Das, Shri B.K.
Behera and Shri P. Bhoi.

Farmers’ Meet on
Use of Fly Ash

FARMERS’ meet

on the use of fly
ash in rice cultivation
was organized at CRRI,
Cuttack on 3 May 2011.
The objective of the
meet was to create awareness among farmers in the
use of fly ash in rice cultivation. Forty farmers from
different parts of Odisha attended the meet. Dr Vimal
Kumar, Head, Fly Ash Unit, Department of Science
and Technology, Government of India, New Delhi
spoke on the uses of fly ash.

Training Programmes at CRRI

TRAINING programme on “Rice Production

Technology” sponsored by the DAO, Purnea,
Bihar was organized by CRRI, Cuttack from 26 to 30
Apr 2011 for 20 farmers.

A capacity building programme for Programme
Coordinators and SMSs of KVKs of Odisha and
Chhattisgarh on “Rice Production Technology” was
organized jointly by CRRI, Cuttack and the Zonal
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Project Directorate, Zone VII, Jabalpur from 30 to 31
May 2011 for 50 officers. The training covered the fron-
tier areas of rice production technology and develop-
ment of action plan in rice production for bringing
green revolution to eastern India.

A training programme on “Seed Production and
Characterization of Farmers’ Varieties” was organized
by CRRI, Cuttack in collaboration with the State Seed
Testing Laboratory, Directorate of Agriculture, Gov-
ernment of Odisha on 28 Jun 2011 for personnel of
selected NGOs and Officers of the State Department.

Left: The CRRI Sports team with the Championship trophy.
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Right: Shri P.K. Parida, receives the best athlete (male) certificate.

CRRI Lifts Championship Trophy in
Sports Meet

T the ICAR Zonal Sports Tournament for East

ern Zone held at Indian Veterinary Research In-
stitute (IVRI), I1zatnagar, from 7 to 11 Apr 2011, the
CRRI, Cuttack lifted the overall Institute Champion-
ship Trophy. The CRRI got the first position in
kabaddi, table tennis doubles (women) and 4 x 100 m
relay race. It got the second position in volleyball
shooting. Shri P.K. Parida, was judged as the best ath-
lete (male) of the Zone. In individual events the first
position was: 100 m race (men) and 400 m race (men):
P.K. Parida; 1,500 m race (men): S. Pradhan; High
jump (women): Sabita Sahoo; and Javelin throw
(women): Rojalia Kido.

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Koderma

Training

A total of 16 training programmes were conducted
for 25 farmers each on “Technique of Seed Treatment
in Rice,” “Nursery Management of Kharif Season Veg-
etable,” “Management of Milch Cattle in Summer
Season,” “Care and Management in Goat,” “Scientific
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method for Preservation of Seasonal Fruit,” “Im-
proved Paddy Cultivation for different Farming Situ-
ation,” “IPM in Okra,” “Technique of Seed Treatment
in Kharif Pulses,” “Technique for Increasing Crop-
ping Intensity in Rice-fallow System,” “Making dif-
ferent Types of Papad and Chips,” “Lac Cultivation,”
“Formation of Self-help Group,” “OFT in Farmer’s
Field,” “Technique of Micro-irrigation in Vegetable
Crops,” “Establishment of Layout Technique in Or-
chard,” and “Scientific Cultivation of Kharif Onion.”
A total of 405 farmers and farm women participated.

Symposia/Seminars/Conferences/Trainings/
Visits/Workshops Attended

R T.K. Adhya attended the ICAR-IRRI interac-
tion meeting at New Delhi on 4 Apr 2011.

Drs T.K. Adhya, Mukund Variar, V.D. Shukla, N.P.
Mandal, J.N. Reddy, D.P. Singh, Padmini Swain, P.
Samal, R.K. Sarkar, S.S.C. Patnaik and B.C. Marndi
attended the inception meeting and planning work-
shop of the Stress Tolerant Rice for Africa and South
Asia (STRASA, Phase-2) and IFAD at NASC Com-
plex, New Delhi from 5 to 7 Apr 2011.

Drs T.K. Adhya, K.S. Rao, S.G. Sharma, Mukund
Variar, V.D. Shukla, S.R. Dhua, R.N. Rao, N.P.
Mandal, J.N. Reddy, A. Patnaik, S.K. Pradhan, P.
Swain, R.K. Sarkar, S.S.C. Patnaik, C.V. Singh and N.
Bhakta attended the 46" Annual Rice Group Meeting
at DRR, Hyderabad from 7 to 11 Apr 2011.

Dr S.G. Sharma attended a meeting of the Harvest
Plus at ICRISAT, Hyderabad on 12 Apr 2011.

Dr S.R. Dhua attended the Review Meeting of For-
eign Aided Project at ICAR, New Delhi on 13 Apr
2011.

Drs K.B. Pun, and N. Bhakta, participated in the
meeting to have a unified Research Coordination
Committee for Collaborative R&D Endeavour in the
North-eastern region organized by the Director, ICAR-
NEH Region, Umiam at Khanapara, Guwahati on 13
Apr 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended the Sectional Committee
Meeting of the Indian National Science Academy at
New Delhi on 27 Apr 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended a review meeting for
implementing the programme “Bringing Green Revo-
lution to Eastern India” at Ranchi on 28 Apr 2011, and
in Patna on 29 Apr 2011.

Dr Mukund Variar attended the Meeting on “Pro-
motion of Rice Strategies developed by IRRI” under
the ongoing programme “Extending Green Revolu-
tion to Eastern India (BGREI),” at Krishi Bhavan, New
Delhi on 30 April 2011.
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Dr S.R. Dhua attended the 26™ Annual Group
Meeting of AICRP National Seed Project (Crops) held
at the CSK Himachal Pradesh Agricultural Univer-
sity, Palampur from 2 to 4 May 2011.

Drs K.B. Pun and N. Bhakta participated in the 20®"
Meeting of the ICAR Regional Committee No. Il held
at the ICAR Research Complex for North-eastern Hills
Region, Umiam, Meghalaya from 5 to 6 May 2011.

Dr S.M. Prasad attended the 18" Zonal Workshop
of Krishi Vigyan Kendras of Zone VIl at the RVSKVV,
Gwalior from 6 to 8 May 2011. He presented the An-
nual Progress Report 2010-11 and the Action Plan for
2011-12.

Drs A.K. Nayak and R. Raja attended the National
Seminar on “Fly Ash-based Amendments for Ame-
lioration of Degraded Soils to Increase Crop Produc-
tion in the Gangetic Plains” at the CSSRI Regional
Research Station, Lucknow from 7 to 8 May 2011. Dr
A.K. Nayak presented a lead paper on “Effect of Bulk
Application of Fly Ash on Yield and Soil Properties
under Irrigated and Rainfed Rice Ecosystem.”

Dr K.B. Pun participated in the 36" Zonal Research
and Extension Advisory Committee Meeting 2011-12
for the Lower Brahmaputra Valley Zone of Assam
held at the Horticultural Research Station, Assam
Agricultural University, Kahikuchi, on 9 May 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya, Shri D. Moitraand Shri D.S. Meena
attended a training programme on “Employer’s Per-
spective on Labour Related Laws” at NAARM,
Hyderabad from 10 to 11 May 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended a meeting with the Direc-
tor-General, ICAR on “Major Priority Areas of 12t
Plan” at New Delhi on 12 May 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended the 5" Review Meeting of
AMAAS Projects at the NBAIM, Mau on 14 May 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended the review meeting of the
programme “Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern
India,” at Raipur on 17 May 2011.

Dr RK Singh attended the Consortium Implemen-
tation Committee (CIC) meeting of the NAIP (C-3)
project “Developing Sustainable Farming System
Models for Prioritized Micro Watersheds in Rainfed
Area of Jharkhand” at BAU, Ranchi on 25 May 2011.

Dr S.M. Prasad attended the FLD workshop of
Oilseed and Pulses of Zone VII at OUAT,
Bhubaneswar on 29 May 2011. He presented the re-
port of FLD Oilseeds and Pulses of KVK, Santhapur.

Dr T.K. Adhya visited West Bengal to review the
implementation of the programme “Bringing Green
Revolution to Eastern India” on 4 Jun 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended the meeting of the Na-
tional Academy of Agricultural Sciences at New Delhi
on 5Jun 2011.
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Dr T.K. Adhya attended the meeting of the TIFAC
Eastern Region at the Bose Institute, Kolkata from 6
to 7 Jun 2011 to prepare its Vision Document 2035.

Smt Sujata Sethy attended the training programme
on “Women Friendly Tools and Equipments for
Drudgery Reduction” by the AICRP on Ergonomics
and Safety in Agriculture at the College of Agricul-
tural Engineering and Technology, Orissa University
of Agriculture and Technology, Bhubaneswar, from
9 to 10 Jun 2011.

Drs K.S. Rao, O.N. Singh and Mukund Variar at-
tended the Meeting-cum-workshop of the Head of
the Divisions and Regional Stations, at the CIAE,
Bhopal from 14 to 15 Jun 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya visited Assam to review the plan-
ning of “Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India,”
at Guwahati on 15 Jun 2011. He also visited the CRRI
Research Station the RRLRRS in Gerua to review the
progress of research from 16 to 17 Jun 2011.

Dr Sanjoy Saha attended the “Orientation
Programme on Approved Uses of Pesticides” orga-
nized by the National Institute of Plant Health Man-
agement, Hyderabad on 18 Jun 2011.

Dr T.K. Adhya attended the 60" Meeting of the
Central Sub-Committee on Crop Standards, Notifi-
cation and Release of Varieties for Agricultural Crops
at the NBPGR, New Delhi on 28 Jun 2011.

Foreign Deputation

RS T.K. Adhya, Director, Mukund Variar, Prin-

cipal Scientist and Officer-In-Charge, CRURRS,
Hazaribagh, D.P. Singh, Principal Scientist and J.N.
Reddy, Principal Scientist, participated in the 10"
Review and Steering Committee Meeting of the Con-
sortium for Unfavorable Rice Environments (CURE)
from 18 to 20 Apr 2011 at Kathmandu, Nepal.

Institute Seminar

R Kuldip Singh, Director, School of Biotechnol-
ogy, Panjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana
on “Wheat Genome Sequencing” on 25 Apr 2011.

TV/Radio Talk

R D.P. Sinhababu delivered a TV talk in
Doordarshan on “Rice-fish Diversified Farming
System for Rainfed Lowland Areas’ on 11 May 2011.
Dr J.R. Mishra delivered a radio talk over the All
India Radio, Cuttack on “Swalpa Panire Dhana
Chasa” on 18 May 2011, and “Krushaka Club Kana O
Kahinki” on 26 May 2011.
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Distinguished Visitors

R C.D. Mayee, Chair-

man, Agricultural Scien-
tists Recruitment Board, New
Delhi visited CRRI, Cuttack
on 22 Apr 2011.

Shri P.K. Basu, IAS, Secre-
tary and Shri M. Khullar, 1AS,
Joint Secretary, Department
of Agriculture and Co-opera-
tion, Government of India,
New Delhi, visited the CRRI,
Cuttack on 19 May 2011.

Dr Inacio Calvino
Maposse, Chief of Delegation
and President of Scientific
Council of Agriculture, Gov-
ernment of Mozambique,
Professor Vasco J. Lino,
National Director for Re-
search, Innovation and
Technology Development,
Mozambique and Sergio
Pereira, Engineer, Depart-
ment of Agriculture,
Mozambique visited
CRRI, Cuttack on 8 Jun
2011.

Shri G.C. Pati, IAS, Ad-
ditional Secretary, (DAC),
Government of India, New
Delhi, visited CRRI, Cuttack on 20 Jun 2011.

Appointment

HRI B.B. Polai joined as Stenographer Gr.11l at the
KVK, Santhapur, Cuttack on 11 May 2011.

Promotion

5to T6: Dr Pradeep Kumar Sahu, (Training Assis-

tant) and A.K. Dalai, (Electrician).
T4 to T5: D.K. Das, (Field Assistant), H.C. Satapathy,
(Field Assistant), S.C.Pothal, (Field Assistant), Aparti
Sahoo, (Field Assistant), P.K. Mohapatra, (Field As-
sistant), S.C. Mohapatra, (Field Assistant), Sk. Abdul
Samad, (Field Assistant), P.K. Nayak, (Field Assistant),
N. Nanda, (Field Assistant), R.K. Sethi, (Field Assis-
tant), J.C. Hansda, (Field Assistant), S.S. Singh, (Field
Assistant), R.S. Jamuda, (Field Assistant), Srikrishna
Pradhan, (Field Assistant), M.N. Mallick, (Field As-
sistant) and Kailash Chandra Bhoi, (Blacksmith).
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Dr D.P. Singh (left) explains rice lines to
Shri P.K. Basu (second from left). Dr T.K. Adhya and
Shri M. Khullar are to his right.

Drs Inacio Calvino Maposse (second from right) and Vasco J.
Lino (right) discuss with Dr T.K. Adhya (second from left).
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T3 to T4: Shri Arun Panda, (Library Assistant)

T2 to T3: Parimal Behera, (Field Assistant), Nakula
Barik, (Field Assistant), Kailash Chandra Mallick
(Field Assistant), Bhakta Charan Behera, (Field As-
sistant), Gauranga Charan Sahoo, (Mechanic), and
Srinibash Panda, (Electrician).

Shri B.K. Moharana and Shri S. Das from Assis-
tant to Assistant Administrative Officer w.e.f. 25 May
2011.

Transfer

HRI M. Swain, Stenographer Gr. Il from KVK,

Koderma to CRRI, Cuttack on 1 Apr 2011.

Shri Arun Pandit, Senior Scientist from CRRI,
Cuttack to CRIJAF, Barrackpore, Kolkata on 18 Apr
2011.

Shri S.K. Mathur, AAO joined the Directorate of
Water Management, ICAR, Bhubaneswar on promo-
tion as Administrative Officer on 20 Apr 2011.

Dr Pankaj Kaushal, Principal Scientist joined the
IGFRI, ICAR, Jhansi, on selection as Head, Depart-
ment of Crop Improvement on 8 Jun 2011.

Dr P.K. Mallick, SMS joined the KVK, Momong,
NRC on Yak, Arunachal Pradesh on selection as Se-
nior Scientist and Officer-in-Charge, on 20 Jun 2011.

Shri Bahudi Bhoi, AAO from CRRI, Cuttack to
RRLRRS, Gerua on 20 Jun 2011.

Retirement

HRI Dillip Kumar Dash, AAO, Shri Manik

Bindhani, SSS and Shri Suma Pradhan, SSS retired
on 30 Apr 2011.

Smt Parbati Bindhani, SSS took voluntary retire-
ment on 6 May 2011.

Dr R.K. Singh, Principal Scientist, CRURRS,
Hazaribagh and Shri Gajendra Rout, SSS retired on
30 Jun 2011.

Necrology

HRI Abhiram Prusty, SSS passed away on 10 Apr
2011.
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Publications

ATTA, A., Rao, K.S,, Santra, S.C., Mandal, T.K,,

and Adhya, T.K., 2011. Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions from Rice-based Cropping Systems: Economic
and Technologic Challenges and Opportunities. Mitig.
Adapt. Strateg. Glob. Change 16: 597-615.
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Das, S., Ghosh, A., and Adhya, T.K., 2011. Nitrous
Oxide and Methane Emission from a Flooded Rice
Field as Influenced by Combined and Separate Ap-
plication of Herbicides Bensulfuron Methyl and
Pretilachlor. Chemosphere 84: 54-62.
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From the Director's Desk: T.K. Adhya

ITH the approaching monsoon, the rice farm-

ers all over the country are gearing up to grow
rice, the essential component of Indian food security.
The India Meteorological Department’s cumulative
forecast for the entire country during the four-month
monsoon season (Jun-Sep 2011) is at 95% of the long
period average (LPA), suggesting that the monsoon
in the current year will be normal albeit with a lower
average cumulative rainfall. The CRRI has planned
to meet the challenges of such vagaries of the mon-
soon that brings with it diverse biotic and abiotic
stresses. The drought and submergence tolerant rice
varieties released by the CRRI is expected to empower
the farmers and keep the momentum ahead for reach-
ing climate resilient agriculture. The CRRI as the
Nodal agency for the scientific monitoring and tech-
nological backstopping of the new Government of
India programme “Bringing Green Revolution to East-
ern India (BGREI),” under the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas
Yojana, will be involved in ameliorating the con-
straints of the farmers through specific interventions.
Scientists will be actively monitoring the implemen-
tation of the programme in identified districts. As part
of these initiatives various meetings were held with
the Governmental units, and the stakeholders. Newer
varieties that were released as well as lines and cul-
tures will be taken to different areas in farmers’ field
to evaluate the performance.

CR 2301-5 (IET 19816) and CR 2285-6-6-3-1 (IET
20220) were the two new rice varieties recommended
for release by the Variety ldentification Committee.
These varieties will provide high-yielding alternatives
to irrigated and deepwater areas, respectively. The
institute will continue to strive harder for the benefit
of the rice farmers in rainfed areas by developing suit-
able varieties and technologies to elevate the national
yield levels and contribute to the food security of the
country and happiness to the farmers.
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